Builth Wells Motor Club 

Round 1 – Llyn Y Waun Hare & Hounds Sunday 18th April 2010

Round 1 of the 2010 Builth Wells Motor Club H&H series kicked off today at the Llyn Y Waun venue just outside Hundred House in Mid Wales. A good entry of over 80 bikes turning up, and there was some great racing in all classes! The weather was superb, and there was a quality entry all the way down the field. It was nice to see some top Championship riders had turned up for the days racing including Lee Edmondson, Ashley Wood, Jon Hinam, Mark Roberts, Andrew Edwards and David Brick to name a few. 

The course was some 6 miles in length with two thirds on open hill and the rest in the wood. Builth Wells club members had been very busy in weeks leading up to the event preparing the course and this year they had totally reversed it to spice things up as well as adding a few new loops. A nice addition to this years event was the new “extreme” section where riders had the choice of two routes to take. One was fast but a bit technical going over logs, tyres etc, the other was a lot slower but was easier. 

As 11 am approached, the riders were given some last final instructions and got ready for the start. The flag dropped and the experts roared into life. Thirty seconds later the Clubman were let off followed by the veteran and sportsman riders. As the riders came back into view on the hill section of the course it was local rider Wayne Price of Hundred House aboard his KTM XCF 250 who was leading, but in hot pursuit was Ashley Wood of Llandrindod Wells aboard his Gas Gas, with the rest of the experts not far behind. The riders disappeared into the wood and as they re emerged Ashley Wood had taken up the lead with Jon Hinam aboard his KTM EXC 300 and Andrew Edwards on his KTM EXC 250 now in second and third. Wayne Price had dropped back slightly but was still a strong fourth. 

There was also some good dices going on in the other classes. Llandrindod riders Matt Willey and Martin Rowan aboard their Gas Gas's were looking good in the Clubman class and Neil Williams was looking as fast and smooth as ever in the veterans. 

The course seemed to be riding well and the hill was getting faster as the race progressed with new lines forming and the wood was one of the best we had seen it.

As the race wore on riders were starting to pit for fuel and fresh goggles etc so some of the places were mixed up a little. The overall lead of the event never changed though, as Ashley Wood kept pulling away at the front and he looked very comfortable aboard his Gas Gas. Behind him the other positions were still up for grabs. There were several riders within a few minutes of each other namely – Jon Hinam, Andrew Edwards, Mark Roberts, Rob Reese and also Lee Edmondson was making a charge and looking good after his recent injury. 

As the event drew to a close the flag came out to signal the end of the race and riders came into the finish. Nearly all riders as they passed through the finish commented what a great day it was and how good the track was this year. It was a big pat in the back for members of Builth Motor Club after a lot of hard work. 

The winner in the expert class was Ashley Wood from Llandrindod Wells aboard his Gas Gas who completed 11 laps of the course. In second was Jon Hinam from Llancarfan riding a KTM 300 who finished just under two minutes down, with Andrew Edwards in third some 8 minutes down on Wood. 

Winner of the Clubman class was Gareth Delehay who completed 10 laps of the course and in second was Matt Willey of Llandrindod Wells who completed 9 laps. Matt had looked good all day and was really riding well. Third was Chris Bailey of Glasbury riding a KTM 400. 

Neil Williams of Brecon took the win in the veteran class with Carl Davies of Knighton in second and Jason Rees of Ponterdawe in third. Winner of sportsman class was Chris Lloyd who completed 8 laps with Tom Crump in second and Gethin Thomas of Trecastle in third.

It was a great days racing. The weather was nice (for a change!) and the course seemed to be to the liking of nearly all of the riders. Many thanks to anyone that helped in anyway -The marshals, St Johns and landowners. Also thanks to all the riders for making it a great day! See you at the second round of our series at Church Farm on the 13th June. Entry forms will be out in the next week or so. Get your entry in early for that one as it fills up quick and is very popular!

