Happy New Year to all of you.

We had a pretty traumatic last season and the Directors all hope for a better season this year. Over the Christmas period the Directors have been trying to find ways to improve our club. Redbikejohn has also helped by posing the question on the TBM forum, together with straw polling various riders.

So for this season we have decided to:

Tyres: Make the tyre choice completely at the riders’ discretion - you may use any tyre you wish.

MX bikes: We will now allow 4 stroke MX bikes and quads as long as it is equipped either with the maker’s standard enduro setup or, an enduro can which conforms to our noise limits. These will appear on our website in a clear and easy to understand format. We will however carry out noise monitoring at scrutinering and also conduct spot checks during the event, any rider found to be exceeding our limits will be excluded from the event.

Beginners: Our first event on the 21st of March 2010 will be a non-competitive ‘training day, it will be aimed at encouraging new and inexperienced riders to experience a proper enduro course, without the competitive element.  We hope that given this chance to try Lane End themselves (the beginners), it will encourage new riders to the take part in our race series.

Course cutting: We would encourage riders to report any deliberate course cutting to one of the directors (orange Hi-Viz) who will then investigate.   We have all probably been guilty of non deliberate course cutting due to a rider in front taking out the course marking by mistake, but this year we are going to use a new type of marker which will prevent this happening. We will also try and reduce the closeness of the tracks where possible to stop the deliberate cheats.

Course Marking: To stop the course being changed by outside forces (Penwood, Tring), the course will only be declared open once a director has ridden the course just prior to the event start time to confirm no tampering with markings has occurred. Only once this has been done will the event commence. We will also be applying the easy route system more vigorously with a much longer ‘easy route’ (if possible) to stop experienced riders avoiding the proper course.

Costs: We have also taken into account various riders comments about the cost of our events, we have checked all our local clubs and found that once you have paid their membership/joining  fees, day licenses (ACU), postal fees and online fees, we have found that our fee remains competitive and as such will remain at £45 for this season, if you take up the ‘book 3 events and we pay the AMCA registration’ then our fee becomes cheaper than any other club.

PAY, RIDE and ENJOY: Also with CHEC you pay your fee turn up and ride, then go home, we make no charge for Race timings, we do not insist you help clear the track markings or ask you to marshal at an event to allow you to compete at subsequent events all of which various other clubs ask for it really is PAY, RIDE and ENJOY.

I would also like to thank all the CHEC unpaid helpers and marshals who turn out at every event, and give their all to help you the rider get more out of their day, they are often soaked, sworn at, sprayed in mud and basically exhausted enjoying our sport, so please give them your support at our events.

And finally, I would like to thank all the riders who have put up with our club through all the good and bad times over the last decade, If we do something right TELL US, if we do something wrong likewise TELL US EVEN MORE, so we can attempt to address it.

All the best in sport

John James (Chairman)

